St. Gertrude

Sixth Sunday of Easter - April 27, 2008

Planting Sacred Seeds: (left to right) Lutaf Dhanidina, Rabbi Michael Zedek,
Rev. Dom Grassi, Rev. Paul Koch, Rev. Carol McVetty

Sacred Seeds; A Jewish ® Christian ® Muslim encounter!

The seeds planted by a Jewish, Christian, Muslim encounter are not just kernels of interesting thought,
although lots of beguiling commentary was shared by the presenters and the audience alike at last
Tuesday’s gathering. It is easy to get sentimental and feel that world peace can’t be far behind when our
grand Abrahamic traditions are focusing on the beautifully layered stories of life’s origins as portrayed in
the Book of Genesis and echoed in the Koran. The grandeur of creation and the dignity of the human
person elevate our minds and unite us in mutual regard. What a treat to experience the wit and wisdom of
those who lead religious congregations in our neighborhood, and also to “show off” our own pastor. The
seeds that are being planted, however, are seeds that will create fruit, that will draw nourishment from our
mutual willingness to meet together and talk civilly in a church basement and grow into action — perhaps
action against gun violence at our schools, a blight that mocks the lofty images of our sacred stories. The
folks pictured above have developed close relationships over the years, and have begun plotting a plan for
just such an effort. May we be the soil that lets such seeds take root and find fruition right here in
Edgewater — inter-denominationally!



Page Two St. Gertrude Parish April 27, 2008

There is an epidemic in our midst and we seem to be ignoring it, myself included. And, it is time we do
something about it. The violence in our city that is killing young people is more than frightening. It is
appalling that it continues to happen unabated. The media seems to be writing it off as something expected
because of the warmer weather. Like that makes it okay, | guess. | watch the press conferences with the
mayor and the new superintendent of police and the clergy and civic leaders. They are obviously upset. The
mayor clearly wants it to end and has proposed changes in curfew laws. The police want it to end and are
trying to beef up patrols. Local clergy are leading marches and offering rewards. But with all that, it is not
enough. More needs to be done. Where are our Cardinal and the Office of Peace and Justice? Where are the
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council and the Presbyteral Council? Why aren’t we as a church providing the
prophetic leadership necessary to identify the root causes and the problems that underlie the violence? When
a young person can earn selling drugs in one evening more than his or her parent can earn in a week if they
have a job, when a gang provides the identity and security that should come from family, when there is no
incentive to stay in school, when children are having children, when overcrowded prisons teach offenders to
become criminals, when society is surrounded by role models who flaunt a hedonistic lifestyle, when guns are
as available as a pack of cigarettes, when politicians and athletes are caught breaking laws and often go
unpunished, when church and religion and faith have lost their credibility in the community is there any
wonder blood is shed almost nightly in our city. And, for every innocent child caught in the crossfire, there are
grieving parents and siblings and friends left behind in communities that are drowning in a growing
hopelessness. It is happening here in Edgewater. None of us is immune. The choice is ours. We can lock our
doors, pull down our shades and try to protect ourselves while muttering that there isn’t anything we can do
about it. Or, we can come together, strengthened by our faith and take a risk by trying to work for real change
in our society. DJG

FAITH
The Wind in our Sails

These are special readings this week, because we are reminded again of how much we are loved, and that
there is a pathway for us out of the darkness and into the fullness of the spirit.

Sr. Wendy Cotter recently said to me that “most people who are poor feel that God does not love them.” And
this statement struck me to the core. It is not just the poor of material possessions but the poor of spirit that |
think she refers to. Actually, I think that when any of us are depleted, in various ways and domains, the
default thinking pattern rests somewhere around “I am not worthy” or “I am not on God’s radar” or in the
vernacular, “I’ve had the wind knocked out of my sails”. We flounder when we feel disempowered or
disheartened and it isn’t always so easy to feel Jesus in our midst.

It is interesting that in Greek the word for “wind” and “spirit” are the same. And the Holy Spirit of John’s
Gospel today is like a lawyer — an advocate for us who acknowledges that there is “a darkness” in the world
that will resist God — and an advocate who will give us the way, the words to say and provide the wind back in
our sails.

I suspect that this is what happens when we become disciples. If we have a disposition of heart, the Holy
Spirit will come to talk to us and through us. So that, when we face dark times, we do not step back and
protest or become small. Instead, we can choose to hang in there and know that
Jesus will be there for us. We can choose to open our mouths and the light and
the spirit of Jesus will talk for us.

Amen.

Claire Conley for Growing in Faith
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The Great Divorce by CS Lewis: Save the date for a professional theatrical adaptation
of CS Lewis' favorite novella that will be performed at St. Gertrude on the evening of
Wednesday, May 21, at 7:00pm in the gym. There will be a cash bar and hors d’oeuvres;
curtain at 8:00pm. The play is adapted and performed by Anthony Lawton, winner of
Philadelphia’s “Best One Man Theater” Award. All proceeds from the event will benefit
the parish. For information contact the rectory at 764-3621.

What’s Happening? Take a Look!

The Poetry Pilgrims: The group will meet on the Monday, April 28 at 7:30pm in the rectory for readings and
discussion of the poetry of Gary Snyder and Jean Valentine. For information call Mary Grover at 338-3564.

Pax Christi: Sacred Earth and Space Plowshares: Acting with Conviction to Expose Nuclear Weapons. Film
and conversation with Plowshares Activists Ardeth Platte, O.P. and Carol Gilbert, O.P. on Monday, April 28,
2008, 7:00pm, St. Gertrude's Rectory.

First Friday Social: Please join us for coffee, etc. after the 9am mass on Friday, May 2. The gathering will be in
the social hall. In addition, there will be a commissioning of the newly comprised Ministry of Praise. Contact
Joe Donnelly: 728-8622, or Mary Ann Collins: 973-5464.

Senior Connection: Welcome spring at our annual luncheon at Misercordia Greenhouse on Thursday, May 8, at
11:30am. Paid reservations of $13 are due at the rectory by Sunday, May 4. For information call: Jean
Swoboda at 465-6719.

Blood Drive: Lifeline will be conducting a blood drive Sunday, March 11, from 8am-1pm in the social hall.
Please bring a valid Illinois ID. For more information call: Ken Ziganto—784-5047.

St. Scholastic Academy: Sr. Patricia Crowley O.S.B. invites you to hear Terry Rynne, Ph.D. discuss her new
book “Gandhi and Jesus: the Saving Power of Nonviolence”, on Monday, May 12, 7:00pm at St. Scholastica,
7416 N. Ridge Blvd. Responses appreciated by Friday May 9. Contact: Judith Heikes at
judiheikes@comcast.net, or Sr. Crowley at patricia-crowley@sbcglobal.net, or 764-2413.

The Art And Science of Creating Good Relationships: Save the date for Mary Butler, D.Min.
Saturday, May 17, 9-Noon in the social hall. This workshop is for couples, singles and all who wish to
develop relationship skills. Pre-registration required. Cost $30/couple; $15/individual. Flyers in foyer of
church or call Bob Backis: 262-0492.

Growing in Faith: A program of hope and enlightenment and interfaith dialogue celebrating the faith
communities of Edgewater will continue Tuesday, May 20. Listen and discuss the story of Cain and Abel.
Gathering: 7:45pm; program: 8-9pm; refreshments follow.

“Every human being has the right to freedom of movement and of residence within the confines of his own

state. When there are just reasons in favor for it, he must be permitted to migrate to other countries and to take
up residence there. The fact that he is a citizen of a particular state does not deprive him of membership to the
human family, nor of citizenship in the universal society, the common, world-wide fellowship of man.”

John Paul I1, Address to the New World Congress Y‘tﬁ JUSTICE FOR
on the Pastoral Care of Immigrants (October 17, 1985) \ _{IMMIGRANTS
—

Washing one's hands of the conflict between the powerful and the powerless

Is to side with the powerful." for immigretion m'.
Paulo Freire, educator (1921-1997)
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Our Parish at Prayer

Readings for the Week

MONDAY, APRIL 28
7:00am Bonnie Lamondi
9:00pm John Resch %

TUESDAY, APRIL 29
7:00am Benita Lamondi
9:00am  Lester and Cecilia May

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30
7:00am Helen M. Schmidt®
9:00am Bill Heidkamp

THURSDAY, MAY 1
7:00am  Anna White®
9:00am Michael White =

FRIDAY, MAY 2
7:00am Joseph Lopez
9:00am Glen E. Martin &

SATURDAY, MAY 3
8:00am Marion Whitet
5:00pm Anthony Signa

SUNDAY, MAY 4

8:00am Agnes Rice &

9:30am Robert Keller &
10:00am Helen Carrane-Roserit
10:30am Family of St. Gertrude
11:30am Lisa Pilch,MD

T Indicates Mass is being said in memory of the individual
Rosary: 8:40am Monday - Friday; 8:30am Saturday

Monday: Acts 16:11-15; Jn 15:26 — 16:4a
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34; Jn 16:5-11
Wednesday:  Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Jn 16:12-15

Thursday: Acts 18:1-8;Jn 16:16-20;
or Gn 1:26 — 2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-
24; Mt 13:54-58 (for St. Joseph the
Worker)

Friday: Acts 18:9-18; Jn 16:20-23

Saturday: 1 Cor 15:1-8; Jn 14:6-14

Sunday: Acts 1:12-14; Ps 27; 1 Pt 4:13-16; Jn

17:1-11a; or for Ascension, Acts 1:1-11;
Ps 47;Eph 1:17- 23; Mt 28:16-20

| John Quinlan and Bridget Lawson

New Parishioners .
Welcome to Our Community
Laura Pelehach
.@@@ > /

Eucharistic Ministers

Altar Servers

SATURDAY, MAY 3
5:00pm Jennie O’Donaghue, Emily Harrington,

Morgan Hastings

SUNDAY, MAY 4

10:00am Adam Glueckert, Kaylene Champagne,
Thair Thompson

11:30am Steven Guardina-Hasbrook, Claude Allen,
Taylor Hartung

SATURDAY, MAY 3
5:00pm  Mickey Resch, Mary Jo Bowers, Ann
O’Brien, Pat Mann, Manny Eckert

SUNDAY, MAY 4
8:00am  Mary Stachura, Hallie Burhoe,
Rodolfo Magadan, Julie Dorger,
Sara McCarthy

10:00am Bob Dwyer, Theresa Resch, Fran Glowinski,
Robyn Maynard, Gail Smith,
RoseMarie Anichini, Cathy Chester
11:30am  Susan Lersch, Karen Billock, Dave Kasten,
Anthony Long, Mary Pat Hartung

Lectors

Greeters

SATURDAY, MAY 3
5:00pm  Jeff Seitzer, Mary Jo Bowers

SUNDAY, MAY4

8:00am  Charlotte Kovacs, Jay Cook
10:00am  Ruth Ott, Carol McRaith
11:30am  Matt Kollar, Susan Lersch

SATURDAY, MAY 3

5:00pm  Maggie Howell, Maria Kulp
SUNDAY, MAY 4

8:00am  Lisa Torres, Chris Phillips

10:00am Kim Wagner, Heide Schlumpf,
Edmund Butler, Gwen Arnold

11:30am Steven Mitchell, Tracy Mitchell



Financial Highlights

Monthly Sunday Offering

Budgeted Goal for March $  65,740.00
Amount Received Through Parish Pay 13,980.00
Amount Received From Envelopes 39,791.00
Amount Received From Loose Contributions  5,606.00
March Amount Received Total 59,377.00
Last Month’s Deficit $ -6,363.00

Fiscal Year to Date - Sunday Offerings
Sunday offering goal through 03/31/08 $ 525,920.00
Fiscal Year to Date Sunday Offering Total  474,945.00

YTD Deficit (Sunday Offering only) $ - 50,975.00

Other Offerings YTD (Christmas, Easter Other Gifts)

Budgeted Goal for Other Offerings YTD $  92,500.00
Actual Amount Received YTD 104,149.00
YTD Surplus Other Offerings $ 11.649.00
Overall Deficit YTD $ - 39,326.00

(Actual Collection Income v. Budgeted Collection Income)

Thank you to all who
gave so generously this past Easter.
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Primary School Campus

Preschool - 5th grade ) E S
6216 N. Glenwood Ave, Chicago 9y I\

Middle School Campus
6th - 8th Grade
5525 N. Magnolia Ave, Chicago

call 773.271.4310 or visit www.northsidecatholic.org

Plant Some Pride in Your Front Yard
Yard signs have proven to be a successful marketing
tool for schools. Thanks to our graphic designer par-
ents, Tracy and Paul Fujihara, NCA now has a clever
yard sign that you will be proud to plant in your
yard. Anyone (yes, you) who feels like showing
some “Wildcat Pride” should take a free yard sign
and plant it in their window or front lawn. If you
don’t see one in the back of the church, stop by or
call the school. NCA parents can simply request one
to be sent home with their child. Thanks for showing
your support and helping promote NCA.

Proud Supporter

ST. GERTRUDE PASTORAL SERVICES

STAFF
Rev. Dominic Grassi, Pastor
Rev. Bill Kenneally, Pastor Emeritus
Peter Buttitta, Pastoral Associate
Ann O’Connor, Faith Formation
Mary Herbin-Horan, Liturgical Music
Mary Ann Collins, Social Services
Marge Butzen, Business Manager
Jayne Deiters, Parish Secretary
Rev. Mike Bradley, Resident
WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE
SUNDAY: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM

9:30 AM Gertrude East (at Sheridan & Rosemont)

10:30 AM Mass in the Gym (except summer months)
MONDAY through FRIDAY: 7:00 AM & 9:00 AM
SATURDAY: 8:00 AM & 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil)
RECTORY HOURS
Business Hours: Weekdays, 8:30am to 4:30pm
Drop off/pick up: Monday - Wednesday, 4:30PM to 8PM

Saturday 9AM to 6PM, Sunday, 9AM to 1PM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Individual: Saturday from 4:30-4:45 PM and by request
Communal: Consult bulletin for specific times and dates.
BAPTISM

Baptisms take place on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. A mandatory
parent preparation meeting is held the first Monday of each month at 7:00 PM.
All arrangements should be made by calling the rectory.
MARRIAGE

Arrangements begin by setting up an appointment with the pastor or associate.
According to diocesan policy, preparations are to begin at least four (4) months
prior to the desired date.

LOCATIONS:
RECTORY: 1420 W. Granville Ave. (60660)- Phone 773/764-3621
Fax 761-4164, E-mail stgertrude1420@sbcglobal.net
http://www.stgertrudechicago.org
MINISTRY CENTER: 6214 N. Glenwood Phone 773/973-5464
NEW PARISHIONERS
You are most welcome and are invited to stop in at the rectory to introduce yourself
and register.. You can also register with one of the parish Greeters before or after any
Mass."
INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC?
We have an enriching program called the R.C.I.A (Rite of Christian Initiation for
Adults). Contact the rectory for details
MINISTRY OF CARE AND COMMUNION
Trained ministers will gladly visit and bring communion to those who are sick or
homebound. Please call the rectory to make arrangements.
COUNSELING AND SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
For information, consultation and referrals for counseling, psychotherapy or spiritual
direction, leave a confidential message.
COUNSELING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY - 338-4334
John Neafsey
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION - 764-8884
Bob Backis, Marilyn Gehant, Jim Manzardo, or Janine Denomme
SUPPORT GROUPS
Al-Anon — Sundays at 7:00 PM in the Ministry Center
Gertie’s Group - Open AA - Tuesdays at 7:30 PM in the Ministry Center
Caris Pregnancy Center - Pregnancy Support, free pregnancy tests, and post-
abortion help, ~ 773-338-8311.
Gamblers Anonymous — Fridays at 7 PM in the Ministry Center.






